State of New York

—= Legislative Resolution

Sonale No. 1897 Assembly No. 444

BY: Senators Little, Adams, Addabbo, Avelia, Bali, Bonacic, Bov'e, Bres™, Cartuccl,
DeFrancisco, Diaz, Dilan, Espalliat, Farley, Felder, Flanagan, Fuschito, Ga''van,
Glanaris, Gipson, Golden, Griffo, Grisanti, Hannon, Hassell-Thompson, Hoylman,
Konnedy, Kiein, Krueger, Lanza, Larkin, Latimer, LaValle, Libous, Marceilino,
Marchione, Martins, Maziarz, Montgomery, Nozzolio, O'brien, O'Mara, Parker, Peralta,
Perkins, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Rivera, Robach, Sampson, Sanders, Savino, Serrano,
Soward, Skelos, Smith, Squadron, Stavisky, Stewan-Cousins, Tkaczyk. Valesky,
Young and Zeldin

BY: M. of A. Schimel, Barclay, Bamett, Blankenbush, Brennan, Cook, Crouch, Cusick,
DenDekker, Duprey, Fahy, Fitzpatrick, Galel, Gibson, Glick, Goltfried, Heasle, Hooper,
Jaffee, Johns, Kearns, V. Lopez, Lupardo, Lupinacci, Maisel, McDonald,
McDonough, McKevitt, Millman, Montesano, Mosley, Moya, Peoples-Stokes, Perry,
Rala, Reilich, Robinson, Rosa, Rosenthal, Russell, Scarborough, Skoufis, Sweeney,
Tenney, Thiele, Titone, Weprin and Zebrowski

MEMORIALIZING Governor Andrew M. Cuomo to
proclaim May 12-19, 2013, as Fibromyalgia Awareness
Week in the State of New York

WHEREAS, An estimated 10 million people in the United Stales, six to eight percent of
the population, and millions of people worldwide have been diagnosed with Fibromyalgia,
an llinoss for which there is no known cause or cure; and

WHEREAS, A chronic syndrome that is increasing at alarming rates, Fibromyaigia
causes dobilitating fatigue and chronic pain in women, men, and children of all othnicitios;
and

WHEREAS, Patients with Fibromyalgia often have to learn to live with widespread pain
throughout their bodies, extreme fatigue, sleep disorders, stiflness and weakness, migraino
headaches, numbness and tingling, and impairment of memeory and concentration; and

WHEREAS, It often takes an average of five years to receive a diagnosis of
Fibromyalgia, and medical professionals frequently are inadequately educated rogarding the
diagnosis and treatmenl of Fibromyalgia; and

WHEREAS, Increased awaronoss and expanded knowledge of the realities of life' with
Fibromyalgia will allow the community at large to better support people who struggle with the
challenges of this chronic pain disorder; and

WHEREAS, A nonprofit charitable organization, the National Fibromyalgia and Chronic
Pain Association has joined together with other groups around the country, including the
International Institute For Human Empowerment, Inc., based In New York State, to promote
Fibromyalgla awareness and support, Including improved education, diagnosis, resoarch
and troatment; and

WHEREAS, The International Institule For Human Empowerment is the sponsor of
various Fibromyalgia awarenoss ovonts, as well as, the Select Empowerment Seminar
report: “Fibromyalgia: Awarenoss, Advocacy, and Action,” encouraging tho modical
community, patients, employers, government health and human rights agencies, educalors,
and caregivers, lo work together to support and improve tho lives of Fibromyalgia patients;
and

e

WHEREAS, The Neurosciencos Department of Albany Medical Centar in Alsany, New
York, conducts modical research and provides continuing medical education for phiysicians
and other healthcaro providers in Fibromyalgia; and

WHEREAS, Physicians and rosoarchers from tho Nourosciences Department of Albany
Medical Center, including Charles E. Argofl, M.D.; James P. Wymer, M.D., Ph.D; Frank L.
Rico, Ph.D.; and Phillip J. Albrecht, Ph.D., have obtained rosearch results for Fibromyaigia
which have been recently published, and will have implications for the future treatment of
Fibromyalgia; and

WHEREAS, The Neurosciences Department of Albany Medical Center will provide
outreach to patients and caregivers by working with organizations such as the International
Institute for Human Empowerment, Inc., to educate tho community about their Fibromyalgia
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ents;

WHEREAS, The community’s focus on Fibromyalgia and its impact on patients’ lives
will holp guarantee hope for a better future for people with Fibromyalgia; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body recognizes the needs of those chronically il people
who suffer from Fibromyalgia, and urges all of out citizens to support the search for a cure
and assist those individuals and families who deal with this devastating syndrome on a daily
basis; now, therelore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to memorialize
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo to proclaim May 12-19, 2013, as Fibromyaigia Awareness
. Week in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That coples of this Resolution, suitably ongrossed, be transmitted to The
Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo, Govornor of the State of Now York; the International Institute

For Human Empowerment, Inc. The Nourosciences Dopartment of Albany Medical Center;
and the National Fibromyalgia and Chronic Pain Assoclation.

ADOPTED IN SENATE ON order of the Senate,

May 21, 2013 . k_ /

Francis W. Patence, Secretary

ADOPTED IN ASSEMBLY ON By order of the Assombly,
May 20, 2013

Laurene R. Kretzler, Clerk




